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REMAltKS/ARr.TTiv>n;ivTy 

TTiii is a repl> to tine Qffic* Action dated October 2, 2006 , 

Claims 1..3 and 5 -13 immn in this appUcation. Claim 4 has been c««el«i Cteim« 1 -3 and 
5 11 are piesemly amended Claims 12 -13 have been added 

Clmas 1 , 7 and 10 Hatve been amended to clarify that the "polymer fibera" are synifaetic 
type (ft g. page 3, lines 26-29), or, as appUcable, the naturai fibeis aie ceUulosic type (page 4. 
lines 11, !8) Ihe above new claim 12 is lally suK>ortcd by ti» specification (e.gi seepages! 
^i^e5 16.20; Fig 1, features 33, 24), aiid refei«nce is made thereto. The above new ddm 13 is 
full} supported by the specification (e.g , see page 5, lines 24-26), and reWe is made Hicsreto. 

In the most item OfSoc Action, claims 1-3; 6, and 11 w«w i^ected urtder 35 Ll S.C , § 
103(a) as obvigus over Oatfaout (IJSP 3,459.912) in viewof Bahlen (USP 6,182,323) 

Ihe present invention concetns nonwoveu wqje constructs suitable for iise m clean room 
applicaiioBs. sttch as are employed in the manufacture of mictoelectronic components and 
devices. In such an environment, the provision of wip« exhibiting low sodium and lov^ linting 
characteristics is ex&wnely important 

Oathom may describe patterned spunlaccd febrics oomaining a polymeric siaple fiber 
Uy«i and a natural fiber layer «iat tat hydroentangied, but fails to disclose any sodium ion 
content thereof, nor m acetic acid/de'ionized water washing step used to reduce sodium ton 
content thereof. Oathout fails to appreciate the problem solved by the present indention, mufih 
less talce any measurie(s) to addicss it 

Based On Applicant's iwiew, the nev^y relied upon secondaiy reference of Bahien 
appears fo be unrs^ated to the present inveation. Bahten discloses providing a gcmbbing brush 
for the manofactuw of substrates for the eleotroiiic indnstiy in which a foam or sponffe mq ^n!?!!': 
is processed to reduce its calcium concamatioa to leas than about 1 part per million (see. c.g, 
abstract; col. 2. iines 16-17, 23-26, 33-38; col, 3. lines 1 5-16; col 4, lines 24-26; col, 7, lines 9- 
13; col S, lines 24-25; col. 9, lines 4445; col 15, lines 24-23). As can be appreciated, the foam 
and sponge members ii»t are processed by Bahten aie high porosity shape-retaining. non- 
draping stmcturcs consistent with such materials (col J, lines 15-25, 44..60; Fig.' s 1 A-IC) 

The presently daimed invention concerns nonwoven febiics, not foam and sponge 
tnembers. Mowover, the primary reference to Oathout concerns patterned spualsced fabrics 
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containing woodpulp, m foam and sponge memb^s Thus, one of orfinaty skill in the m M«>uid 
m coiMider combinmg these tv^o ref(^nce5 to get the p«sently claimed kive^Um . 

The most recent Office Action does not explain why and how one of ordiuMy skill in the 
an might have considered the foam and .ponge member ti^atmeM. ^ described by Bahten, to be 
relev^.t or applicable to febrics 8«ch » described by Oathout. These ^ entirely 
cla»es of materials Bahten does not htdicme the pwcess described therein has applleatioa to 
febiics, noi how it would be applied in ihat diffetent techoology, 

Moreover, eahtea te^es away ficm present invention by requiring an elaborate multi- 
step treatment process including c«usric washes and chelaiion v^^hes, etc. (see, , col . 7, lines 
5-65; col 9, foes 1.20). In the pwseDt wvention, very low sodium ion impurity levels can be 
achie^cd in anonwoven vitfa a sii^Ie aoetic acid wash tod single fla$e wash (see instaixt f ig. i, 
acid wash 23, rinse wa«h 24), which is a much sin^Jn scheme than required by Bsthtm. 

The Office Action also reference$ the mectioning of cibic acid by BaJjten, which al«o 
mentions the miucfal acids hydrochloric add and sulfbric acid (coj 11, Jiries 9 ■! i) However, 
citric acid is not acetic acid, nor does Bahten or some othei relied upon reference in the nsjection, 
suggest they ate fimgiWe and equivalents for one another in washing foams, sponges, oi 
nonwovens for that matter 

In view of at least the above, reconsideiBtion and •withdrawal of the lejecdon is 
respectfully requested, 

to the Office Action, clajms 5, 6, 7-1 1 were rejected uadte 35 U S.C. § 103(aJ as obvious 
ovei OaHiom in view of Bahten. as applied to claims 1 -3, 6 and 11, and further in yie^ of Pahn 
etal (USP 5,776,353). 

Based on AppUwmt's review Pahn et aJ. disclose acid Tvashing of composite fiteatioji 
media oompiising heterogcaeous media paiticles. viz, diatomite and expumd*^ periite, and aat 
wood pulp fibcK such wquired by Oathout. The present claims ledte synfiietic and/ox cellulosic 
fibeis. not inorganic particles. 

Palm et al. describe agglomerates compiiMng inorganic fonctional filtxation components, 
such as those mentioned ih the preceding paiagxaph, and matrix components (co 3, lines 4-10) 
The matrix components may be glass, thermoplastic, thermoset, etc , but are not in fiber foim in 
the filtration media, much less rwnwoven fom (e g., see col. 8, line 16 et seq ) Patei et al. 
^eat9 to be unrelated to the claimed invention , 
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Oiven the significant divergeaoe in t^tmological ^ between Palm et al and 0«h^t 
one of skill in the M wo^d not have been tnotivated to inccpome acid ^-^^ 

prpcesses described oniy for inorganic pMic]e^asedliJtT«ti(>«medi.pe, P^metal,, inwoodpdp 
toes according to Oathout, Nor is th«c acy suggestion to acetic acid i«panic«Jar should be 
selected fiom amongsi the numet o^s fisted acids by Fatal et al, Rinher, the« is no reasonable 
expectation of success obtained from the relied upon piior ait thai Pdm et al/s acid washing 
mighi woik on woodpulp fabiics pet Oatliout. 

lA view of at least the above, reconslderatioa and withdrawal of the rejection is 
respectfully r«qQest«d 

ft is befieved ftatthis application is in condition for aitowance, and notice of is 
respeptfiilly requested. 

If tlie Examiner beJieves fliat a teleconference would be nseftil is expediting ±t 
prosecution of this application, the official is kitdly invited to contact Applicant's undei^gned 
representative of recoid. 

RespectMy submitted, 
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